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“Put Wings on Your Dreams” 

JCC Students Hear Dr. Adolph Brown III in Windom 

By Paige Anderson, Paw Print writer, Mrs. Carlson, Ed. 

 

On November 10, 2009, students from JCC, Windom and Mountain Lake school districts heard Dr. 

Adolph Brown III, a nationally-renowned inspirational speaker. He spoke to students twice that day and to the 

public that evening. 

“Just because you mess up, doesn’t mean you have to give up.” 

Brown entered the BARC auditorium wearing “gangsta” clothes. No one recognized him at first; many 

thought his assistant, Tony, was Dr. Brown. He told students who he was, then proceeded to tell students how 

their appearance is important. A person is judged on how they speak and present.  He told about his 

background. His father left the family when he was two, he lived in the projects, and his brother, Oscar, was 

murdered when he was 11. 

“Character is who you are when nobody’s looking.” 

Dr. Brown brought JCCMS 8th grader Brooklin Bannister on to the stage. He told the audience about 

meeting his wife. She wasn’t impressed with his clothing or attitude. His wife‘s initial reaction to him forced 

him to raise the bar on his behavior. If he was going to win her over, he knew he’d have to be an “Apple in the 

Tree”. People who respect themselves have high standards and values. You should make people raise their 

standards to reach you. 

“Because I Love You, Man” 

Brown moved on to challenges teens face today. He told us someone drops out of school every 29 

seconds. He said we need young leaders who will resist the bad influences of society. Brown peeled off his 

jacket to reveal a t-shirt with “Sex Symbol” written on it and two wedding rings interlocked. We only get one 

heart in life, so don’t give little pieces of your heart away. 
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“Don’t let anyone kill your dreams.” 

Brown spoke about each of his children and their uniqueness. Each child has their own talents and 

dreams for their life. His daughter, Dana, has cerebral palsy. He told about an incident when kids at school 

teased her and called her a “’tard”. It didn’t really bother her; she told her family, “That isn’t what I am. I have 

cerebral palsy. “Dr. Brown encouraged everyone present to discover their dream and go for it. 

“Put Wings on Your Dreams" 

Dr. Brown pulled a JCCMS student, Jordan Biehn, onstage to help him illustrate his next point. Brown 

told the group the best way to put wings on your dreams is to do well in school. He said he had two incredible 

role models in his life.  His grandfather told him to throw a shoe under his bed every night. That way, he would 

be forced to begin the day on his knees.  His mother worked tirelessly to provide for her family. She was 

irritated to find young Adolph sitting in from of the television. “Everything works in this house except you,” 

she said. She told Adolph his job was to go to school and be the best while he was there. Likewise, Brown told 

the assembly to regard their report cards as paychecks. He said, “Think of your GPA as your salary.” “To make 

a million dollars, you’ve got to be worth a million.” 

The Four Fs 

The important things in life are faith, family, friends and fun. Brown said there is a big difference 

between mistakes and bad choices. He cautioned us to be careful – you can choose the behavior, but you 

can’t choose the consequences. Dr. Brown changed into his doctoral robes and repeated, “Don’t let anyone 

stand in the way of your dreams.” He pulled another student onstage. The crowd got very quiet when the 

student identified himself as “Oscar”. Dr. Brown was visibly moved. His murdered brother’s name was Oscar. 

“Dance in the Rain” 

Dr. Brown told us we will all encounter personal storms in life. Storms are inevitable, but we shouldn’t 

let them stop us from putting wings on our dreams. He encouraged everyone to find the positive in every 

circumstance. His grandfather kept a positive attitude. He once told Adolph, “Even if my house were to burn 

down, I’d be able to see the moon more clearly.” Dr. Brown’s final message was to respect everybody’s 

passion, everybody’s dance. He finished the presentation by dancing to a dance mix. He is an awesome 

dancer, an awesome speaker, and an awesome human being! 
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PAW PRINT OPINION POLL  

By Brittany Woodke, Jenna Petersen, & Natalie Schlager 

The Paw Print staff polled Jackson County Central Middle School students in December, asking them 

what their favorite holiday food is. As you can tell, the biggest slice of the pie graph above is mashed potatoes ð 

the winner by 10 votes. The next favorite dish is pie (33 votes), followed by turkey with 25 votes, other dishes (20 

votes), stuffing with 7 and cranberries with 5. Thanks to all who voted. Hope you enjoyed the holidays! 

 

TEACHER FEATURE: MRS. PLACE 

By Jenna Petersen 

What is your favorite thing about teaching?  My students are wonderful. I  

my students! 

What is your fave movie?  I canôt decide between ñGone with the Windò or ñCasablancaò                                                    

(Mrs. Placeôs interview continued on next page) 

Favorite Holiday Dishes

Turkey

Stuffing

Other

Pie

Mashed Potatoes

Cranberries
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Teacher Feature: Mrs. Place (continued!) 

What is your favorite food? CHOCOLATE!  

What is the best book you have ever read? A Tale of 

Two Cities by Charles Dickens 

Did you always want to teach? Absolutely! 

What is a quirky fact that nobody would know about 

you? I am quirky and obsessed with having a clean 

bathroom. 

If you had a million dollars, what would you do with 

it? Pay my childrenôs student loans, go to New York City, 

remodel my house and do something nice for JCC, like buy 

more books and take the entire school to a Twinôs game. 

If you could meet one famous per son, who would it 

be? I would like to meet Barack Obama. 

How did you meet Mr. Place?  We met at a church youth group outing while we were in high 

school. 

Tell me about your kids. Whitney is 21 and is a senior at the U. of Minnesota and will graduate 

with a degree in applied plant science. Sydney is 19 and a junior at the U. of Minnesota, majoring in 

international business and just got back from Washington, D.C. where she was an intern for the 

House Ag Committee. Courtney is 12 (almost 13) and is a 7th grader at SSC. She is in volleyball, 

basketball, band, choir and confirmation. Courtney likes to visit her sisters in the Cities and has lots of 

friends here at JCC. 

Where did you go to college? I went to Minnesota West, Winona State, Mankato State and the U. 

of M.  My Masterôs degree is from the U. of M. 

How many years have you been teaching?  I started in ô77 so this must be 32 years. I started 

teaching in Marshall. 

What is your thing about the holidays? I like the Christmas Eve service at church. I like to see 

my family, and I like Scrooge (just kidding) I AM Scrooge! 
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Student in the Spotlight:  

SHADRACH WACKER  

 

Fave color : blue 

Thing I canôt live without: sports 

Least fave food: lasagna    

Do you sing in the shower? Yes 

Fave holiday:  Christmas 

 

 

 

         SPORTS 

7th and 8th Grade Football 

By Duane Spangler 

 The 8th grade football season ended with a 4-0  record. The team averaged 20+ points 

per game. There were two major injuries on the 8th grade squad this season; one player was out most 

of the season and another player was injured in the final game. 

 The 7th gradeôs record was 4-1. The 7th grade team averaged 30+ points per game. 

There were a few minor injuries on the squad this season. 

 The teams were coached by Mr. Tvinnereim, Mr. Hohenstein and Mr. McCarthy. Coach 

Hohenstein mainly worked with the 8th graders and Coach McCarthy worked with 7th graders and 

Coach Tvinnereim coached both teams. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE! 

Friday, January 15  

6-8 P.M.  

Bus Departs @ 5:45  

$3  with canned good for food shelf - - $4  without donation 

COME AND HAVE FUN! 
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